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K ansas Beta was one of five national 
finalists for the 2019 John O. Mosley 
Award for Fraternity Zeal—the 

highest award granted by Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon as a national organization. In addition, 
Kansas Beta was awarded the Province 
Zeta Scholarship Award and Province Zeta 
John Dillingham Leadership Award. Our 
determination to achieve perfection in the areas 
of leadership, scholastic achievement, and 
athletics continues pushing the chapter in the 
direction of excellence. Our true gentlemen 
work hard for the good of the fraternity, for 
each other, and for themselves.

ACADEMICS 
We hold tight to our highest priority, academics. 
Kansas Beta finished fifth overall among KSU 
fraternities with a 3.388 GPA for spring 2019. 
This was well above the all-fraternity average of 
3.215 and the all-university men’s average of a 
3.044. Fifty-four percent of our members earned 
a GPA of at least 3.5. We have well achieved 
our previously stated goal of entering the top 
five in grades and are aiming to finish in the top 
three for fall 2019.

Our members have risen to the occasion in 
every situation. There is a certain atmosphere 
of “work hard, play hard” when everyone 

is together. It is inspiring to hold each other 
accountable, but also rewarding to create 
lasting friendships for life. The chapter is 
happy, but not satisfied. We will continue our 
path to success in all our endeavors.

MORE THAN $35,000 RAISED 
FOR CHARITY
Kansas Beta continues its pursuit in creating 
meaningful, long-lasting philanthropic events. 
We raised $20,291 for Children’s Miracle 
Network in the spring, and saw equally great 
success during the Dance Marathon, raising 
$15,291 in a six-hour period. Brothers Alec 
Clayton ’21 and Andrew Lind ’22 stepped into 
executive positions for Dance Marathon 2020. 

Building upon ΣΑΕ’s newly created Diversity 
& Inclusion programming, Kansas Beta 
partnered with Phi Beta Sigma, a historical 
African American fraternity, for a chili and 
cinnamon roll philanthropy event at the ΣΑΕ 
chapter house.

RECRUITMENT SHINES WITH AN 
INCOMING CLASS OF 30 MEN
All 30 new members were signed before 
the end of the spring semester. While every 
member from this class is from Kansas, it is 
very diverse. We know these new members are 

well-rounded individuals who will live out our 
True Gentleman lifestyle.

THIRD IN INTRAMURALS
In continuation of Kansas Beta’s pursuit of 
athletic excellence, the chapter ended the spring 
semester in third place. Kansas Beta finished 
second in softball, made the quarterfinals in 
basketball, and continued its dominance in 
individual sports. This achievement met the 
past semester’s goal of ending in the top three, 
but we have lifted our expectations in a goal of 
finishing in first for fall 2019.

The strides our members made helped the 
chapter redefine itself. Our recruitment efforts 
paid off by bringing in strong leaders, excellent 
academics, and great athletes. Through the True 
Gentleman experience, our members improve 
themselves and maintain ΣΑΕ’s glory. None of 
this would be possible without alumni support. 
We are thankful for your dedication to Kansas 
Beta and hope you will share our pride in the 
chapter’s successes. Your contributions have 
not only benefited our house but also the men 
who live in it.

In the Bonds,
Nathan Jackson ’21, Eminent Archon
46jackson@gmail.com

Kansas Beta Continues as 
Top Fraternity at Kansas State 

Goal-driven Undergraduates Look to Build on Spring Success

Kansas Beta recognized as a 2019 John O. 
Mosley Award for Fraternity Zeal finalist.

Brothers lead a food drive to support Cats 
Cupboard, K-State’s on-campus food pantry.

Kansas Beta finished second in intramural 
softball last school year. 
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Purple and Gold Society 
($2,500 to $9,999)
Kansas State Minerva Club

Brotherhood Society 
($1,000 to $2,499)
Col. Charles J. Wingert ’59
Richard E. Mistler ’62 
Gen. Richard B. Myers ’65 
Mark Lacy ’89
Kollin W. Knox ’92 

Others
(Up to $999)
John A. Logan ’51 
William Feyerharm ’56
William H. Braddock ’57 
John P. Jung ’57
Norman S. Bressler ’58 
Robert M. Kissick ’58 
Joe A. Wilcox ’58 
Frank C. Chrisbens ’59 
David F. Chelesnik ’61
Roger W. Coulter ’61 
Terry L. Knowles ’61 

Jarold W. Boettcher ’63 
Spencer A. Puls ’64 
Lawrence P. Becker ’67 
Daniel E. Fankhouser ’67 
Lawrence N. Weigel ’68 
Al C. Enlow ’69 
George T. Miserendino ’69
Rick B. Sigwing ’69  
Thomas E. Tweed ’69
Roger S. John ’70
Steve J. Wood ’70 
Darryl W. Graves ’71 
Dr. Willard B. Ransom ’71 

Curtis L. Bock, D.V.M. ’72 
Michael E. Debold ’72 
Russell E. Bishop ’73 
Joel M. Burrow ’75 
William K. Shaw ’75 
Edward K. Kite ’76 
Terrance J. Garvert ’77
Mark J. Healy ’77 
Steven R. Brewer ’78 
Thomas B. Banta ’79 
Kenneth Alan Christie ’79 
Thomas E. Miller ’79 
Paul J. Lacy ’81 

Brian E. Calovich ’82 
Eric A. Hartenstein ’82 
John C. Moser ’82 
Dr. Michael A. Mueller ’82 
D. Mark Robertson ’82 
David M. Anderson ’85 
Thomas P. Hoover ’85 
Richard A. Blevins ’88
Jay E. Holthaus ’94 
Scott L. Perry ’98

Thank You, Spring 2019 Donors
With Your Help We Were Able to Replace the Air Conditioner!

Thank you to the following brothers for contributing $18,876 with 43 gifts to the spring 2019 appeal. When combined with the $33,785 raised 
during our fall 2018 appeal, we were able to cover the $50,000 cost of replacing the air conditioner, which broke in August 2018. These 
brothers and friends have shown their appreciation for their undergraduate experience by supporting the future of ΣΑΕ at Kansas State 

University. The successes of Kansas Beta Chapter are directly attributed to the generous alumni support and alumni relations efforts. 

Those who donated to the spring 2019 appeal are listed below under their giving level. If an error has been made in recording your gift, we sincerely 
apologize. If corrections to your giving record are needed, please call (785) 843-1661. Thank you, again, for your loyal support.

As a small-town kid from Dighton, Kansas, 
KSU felt big to Randy Gassman ’83. A 
fraternity seemed like a good start socially 

and ΣΑΕ was a good fit. “I immediately had 
70 in-house brothers,” Randy recalled. “But the 
fraternity did so much more by providing structure, 
developing responsibility, and holding each brother 
accountable.” 

Randy loved everything about Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
and the close brotherhood that developed among 
his class. The True Gentlemen provided direction to 
all members as they figured out what kind of men 
they wanted to become. Today, he remains close 
with some brothers, but wishes he did a better job of 
seeing others. 
 
When his son, Elliot ’19, joined Kansas Beta, 
Randy’s positive memories from ΣΑΕ came rushing 
back and he wanted to get involved with the chapter 
again. Randy recently started helping with the 
finances of the fraternity, a natural fit for him as a 
CPA. Being able to share Kansas Beta with Elliot has 
been an incredibly rewarding experience for Randy. 

“Watching Elliot benefit from his time at ΣΑΕ is 
worth more than I can ever repay,” he shared. 

Love for KSU runs deep in the Gassman family 
as all three of Randy’s children chose to attend 
KSU on their own. “The kids attended football and 
basketball games with us at an early age so KSU 
has been a large part of who we are as a family.” 
The family has had season tickets for football since 
before the Bill Snyder era and for basketball since 
Bramlage first opened its doors. 

Their oldest, Carly, who passed away from cancer 
in 2014 as a freshman, was a member of Tri Delta 
and studied nursing. Elliot graduated in spring 2019 
with dual degrees in accounting and finance and 
is enrolled in a master’s of accounting program at 
KSU. Olivia, their youngest, is a junior majoring in 
speech therapy and a member of Chi Omega. 

Randy and his wife, Susie, an ’86 KSU graduate, 
live in Abilene where he is a CPA and partner with 
the public accounting firm Pottberg, Gassman, and 
Hoffman. 

Randy Gassman ’83 with his daughter, 
Olivia; son, Elliot; and wife, Susie, at 
Elliot’s graduation in May 2019.

To my brothers…
“I would encourage brothers of any era to visit the house again and become involved in some capacity, whether that be hands-on help at the house 
or answering the call when the chapter has needed funds for the dining room, new HVAC, or whatever the next challenge might be. A special 
thanks to Steve Lacy ’76, Bill Shaw ’75, and Terry Garvert ’77, who have volunteered endless on-site hours to make this house the best on campus. 
It is still the oldest on campus, but it looks better than it ever has. Please stop by and take a look for yourself!”

A NATURAL FIT
Randy Gassman ’83 Returns to Kansas Beta

Randy’s Favorite 
Kansas Beta 

Memories
u	 Intramurals
u	 Basketball games in Ahearn
u	 Kite’s
u	 “Bowling at the Lou”



Don’t Miss 
Your Chance 
to Benefit 
Kansas Beta 
Philanthropies
As most of you know, ΣΑΕ’s national 

philanthropy is Children’s Miracle 
Network and Dance Marathon. I serve 

on K-State’s Dance Marathon executive team 
as vice president and director of operations. 
Kansas State Dance Marathon raises money 
in two ways. One way is through peer-to-
peer fundraising, which sends money to our 
local hospital in Topeka (Stormont Vail). The 
second way is through sponsorships. When 
an organization sponsors Kansas State Dance 
Marathon, their money goes to the operation 
budget. This allows us to hold our big event 
each year and to buy essential materials to make 
the event a success. 

If you are interested in contributing, please 
make your check out to Kansas State Dance 
Marathon, Tax ID #48-0980926, and mail to 
Andrew Lind, 1015 Denison Ave. Manhattan, 
KS 66502. 

In the Bonds,
Andrew Lind ’22 

Kansas Beta raised $15,291 in a six-hour period 
during Dance Marathon.
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It never gets old sharing the 
accomplishments of the active chapter 
with our loyal alumni base. The 

undergraduate members are providing strong 
leadership to maintain ΣΑΕ’s enduring 
tradition of being a top fraternity at KSU. 
Throughout this newsletter, you will see 
several examples of why other fraternities at 
K-State and nationwide should strive to be 
like Kansas Beta. 

The house has never looked better and the 
chapter budget is in solid shape. The chapter 
house is once again full with 61 men living in 
for the fall 2019 semester. To keep the house 
full, it is essential for Kansas Beta to be on 
the top of its game by actively recruiting new 
members year around. If you are aware of any 
potential new members, please contact me 
or Recruitment Chairmen Chase Stalder ’19 

at stalder00@ksu.edu or (785) 280-3273 and 
Ryan Schippers ’20 at ryan_schippers3@
yahoo.com or (785) 656-1554.	

Thanks to your continued support, we 
raised the $50,000 needed to replace the 
air conditioning system that failed last fall. 
Our next project is a series of repairs and 
upgrades to the chapter house exterior. These 
are in the planning stage and more details 
will follow in future communications. I can 
assure you that your money is being put 
to good use and will contribute to Kansas 
Beta’s bright future.
				  
Yours in the bonds,
Steve Lacy ’76, ’77 
Kansas Beta House Corporation President
steve.lacy@meredith.com
(515) 284-3895
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Brett Ambrosier	
Abilene, Kan.

Brock Blessing	
Great Bend, Kan.

Andrew Campbell
Overland Park, Kan.

Camden Chastain	
Overland Park, Kan.

Ben Driver	
Salina, Kan.

Braden Engelken	
Olathe, Kan.

Danny Espinoza	
Abilene, Kan.

Modou Faburay	
Manhattan, Kan.

Carter Franklin	
Lenexa, Kan.

Evan George	
Olathe, Kan.

Grant Ginther	
Hays, Kan.

David Grammer	
Salina, Kan. 

Jake Herl
Olathe, Kan.

Parker Holbourn	
Manhattan, Kan.

Kaiser Isaac 	
Hiawatha, Kan.

Josh Jackson	
Wichita, Kan.

Jack Johnson	
Hays, Kan.

Nathan Larsen	
Olathe, Kan.

Parker Larson	
Overland Park, Kan.

Luke Ludwikoski	
Leawood, Kan.

Andy Marshall	
Lyons, Kan.

Ben McDonnal	
Overland Park, Kan.

Ryan Moser	
St. George, Kan.

Brendan Newcomer	
Overland Park, Kan.

Brady Pellman	
Olathe, Kan.

Josh Priddle	
Manhattan, Kan.

Marcus Schmeidler	
Great Bend, Kan.

Blake Steele	
Overland Park, Kan.

Active Chapter Sets Great Example 
for Fraternities to Follow
Alumni Donations Contribute to Chapter’s Bright Future

Welcome, New Members!



Kansas Beta Chapter of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon

Kansas State University
P.O. Box 442100

Lawrence, KS 66044-2100

Return Service Requested

THE 
lion’s lore

Spring 2019 
New Members by 

the Numbers

30 new members 
(16 from central/western Kansas;

14 from Kansas City)

93 percent of them played
high school sports

3.74 GPA

Ernie Barrett ’51 
Honored at 
“Mr. K-State” Day

O n April 27, the active chapter 
recognized Ernie Barrett ’51, 
affectionately known as “Mr. 

K-State,” with the dedication of the Ernie 
Barrett Sports Media Room. Ernie guided the 
KSU men’s basketball team to the 1951 NCAA 
championship game and was a member of the 
first team to play in Ahearn Field House.

From left: Kansas Beta House Corporation 
President Steve Lacy ’76, KSU Athletic Director 
Gene Taylor, Ernie Barrett ’51, and KSU 
President Dick Myers ’65.

u	 John O. Mosley Award for  
Fraternity Zeal Nomination

u	 Chapter Achievement

u	 Outstanding Chapter Advisor:  
John R. Hatfield ’77 

u	 Outstanding Chapter Treasurer:  
William Cocking ’21 

u	 Robert C. Cousins Award for 
Outstanding Recruitment

u	 Outstanding Chapter Scholarship

u	 Achieve top three in grades

u	 Finish first in intramurals

u	 Continue multicultural education

u	 Develop equal opportunity scholarship fund

u	 Continue longstanding philanthropies  
(Dance Marathon)

u	 Log more than 2,500 hours of  
community service

u	 Build upon intracommunity relations

Kansas Beta Chapter Goals

Awards from 163rd ΣΑΕ 
Anniversary Convention

Join us three hours before kickoff for 
the ΣΑΕ tailgate. We’ll be set up at Cat Town 

(west side of football stadium). This will be a great 
opportunity to meet the men in the chapter. 

For questions, please contact Terry Garvert ’77 
at tjgarvert@gmail.com or (612) 210-5396.

We hope to see you there!

STAY CONNECTED WITH KANSAS BETA

Chapter Website
www.saeksu.net

National Website
www.sae.net

Twitter
@sae_ksu

Instagram
@sae_ksu

Kansas Beta 
Fall Alumni Day

Saturday, October 19, 2019
KSU vs. TCU


