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K
ansas Beta has had an 
outstanding year, claiming the 
award for Top Fraternity at 

K-State for the 2020-21 academic year. 
Additionally, this past summer, Kansas 
Beta was thrilled to receive the North 
American Interfraternity Conference’s 
Chapter Award of Distinction, which 
is awarded to the top five fraternity 
chapters in the nation. 

After winning the Fraternity Zeal Award 
for the Best SAE Chapter in the Nation in 
2020, we remain committed to our goals 
of advancing Kansas Beta and setting 
the bar for fraternities across the nation. 

Several of our brothers were awarded 
individual awards at the 165th SAE 
National Convention. Bret Ambrosier 
’23 was named SAE Recruitment 
Chairman of the Year and Blake Steele 
’23 was named as an Outstanding 
Treasurer by SAE. Additionally, 
housemother Mary Mignano was 
recognized as the Outstanding House 
Director of the Year by Fraternity and 
Sorority Life at K-State.

Kansas Beta aspires to remain a top 
chapter in terms of academics, athletics, 
social events, philanthropy, and 
community service. 

All brothers are working hard to 
achieve the following goals:
•	 Finish in the top three for grades in 

the fall 2021 semester
•	 Finish with the highest 

philanthropic contribution among 
fraternities

•	 Win the Greek intramural 
championship for 2021-22

Recruitment
Kansas Beta remains at the forefront of 
recruitment and successfully filled the 
chapter house for yet another semester. 
Our recruitment team, spearheaded 
by Luke Ludwikoski ’23 and Bret 
Ambrosier ’23, worked tirelessly to 
excel through a variety of training 
seminars led by chapter advisor John 
Hatfield ’77. Throughout the spring 
and summer, our team was committed 
to bringing in a diverse group of men 
from across the nation. They were able 
to achieve this with four new members 
coming from out of state, 12 from 
Western and Central Kansas, and 11 
from the Greater Kansas City area. 

These 27 new members all show 
outstanding leadership potential. Over 
the last several months, they have been 
involved in a variety of facets across 
campus. (Continued on page 2)

 Kansas Beta Continues to Achieve 
Excellence in All Areas of Chapter Life

Scholastic Success
Kansas Beta continues to deliver top-
tier scholastic results. The continued 
dedication of our brothers earned us 
a 3.64 all-chapter GPA for the spring 
2021 semester. Over a third of our 
members achieved a 4.0 GPA and two-
thirds achieved a 3.5 or higher. Kansas 
Beta’s GPA earned third place out of the 
22 fraternities at K-State. Additionally, 
our GPA was much higher than the 
all-fraternity average of 3.36 and the 
all-university men’s average of 3.13. I 
am extremely proud of our brothers’ 
commitment to academics. 

Athletic Competitiveness
This past spring, Kansas Beta finished 
second overall in intramurals among 
all 22 fraternities on campus. Our slow 
pitch softball team established itself 
as the top fraternity team at K-State, 

 Kansas Beta’s Celebration of Excellence event on October 9.



Kansas Beta Continues to Achieve 
(Continued from page 1)
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Members serve at the Back-to-School Ice Cream Social.

Tyler Breeding
Salina, Kan.

Austin Burenheide
Lawrence, Kan.

Culhan Carr
Topeka, Kan.

Brennan Coffey
Lenexa, Kan.

Beau Dare
Wichita, Kan.

Mason Engelken
Olathe, Kan.

Ethan George
Olathe, Kan.

Jackson Hayes
Salina, Kan.

Mac Hemmer
Salina, Kan.

Ty Herl
Olathe, Kan.

Parker Hobbs
Olathe, Kan.

Camden Keen
Olathe, Kan.

Kagan Leiker
Overland Park, Kan.

Landyn Luttrell
Shawnee, Kan.

Jack Marks
Olathe, Kan.

Will Meek
Topeka, Kan.

Noah Mitchell
Lawrence, Kan.

Alex Niemann
Waukee, Iowa

Ben Rohrbaugh
Lawrence, Kan.

Parker Smitko
Olathe, Kan.

Brady Stack
Salina, Kan.

Jack Stout
Olathe, Kan.

Josh Stuber
Abilene, Kan.

Landon Trout
Scott City, Kan.

Kaleb Wagner
Madison, Wis.

Adam Wheeler
Olathe, Kan.

Thomas Wineinger
Kansas City, Mo.

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

and our soccer team came in second out of all fraternities. All 
intramural events are returning this fall, and our brothers are 
excited to compete. We are on a mission this year to earn our 
spot as intramural champions for 2021-22.
 
Philanthropic Pride
We continue to prioritize our philanthropic endeavors. We 
are proud of raising nearly $10,000 for Children’s Miracle 
Network. This past spring, we hosted the second annual 
weeklong Paddy Murphy Philanthropy, comprised of a 
variety of competitions raising over $5,000, and a carnival 
where we partnered with Alpha Delta Pi to raise over $3,000. 
Our members and the community are excited to be back on 
campus this fall to continue to make significant contributions. 
 
Other Updates
Our south second-floor and third-floor bathroom renovations 
were completed this past summer, and the brothers are very 
thankful to the alumni for the updates! We are also excited 
to announce that brother Juan Gomez ’24 is serving as 
a senator in the College of Engineering on their Student 
Governing Association.

The Kansas Beta Chapter continues to set the bar across the 
nation in all facets of fraternity life. Our awards this past year 
have highlighted our dedication to our brothers, our K-State 
family, and the surrounding community. We continue to excel 
in academics and remain steadfastly committed to being a 
top-tier competitor. Our recruitment team has shown their 
hard work by bringing in another strong group of leaders, 
academics, and athletes. 
 
Your continued support has made of this possible—we 
recognize your contributions with gratefulness and hope you 
share in our successes and achievements. The impact you 
have had on Kansas Beta is astounding; with your support, we 
continue to develop members into True Gentlemen. If you find 
yourself in the Manhattan area, we would love for you to swing 
by the chapter house to visit.
 
Fraternally,
Parker Larson ’23 
Chapter President • ptlarson@ksu.edu

Summer 2021 south end bathroom renovations.

New fall 2021 members.



CHAPTER ETERNAL
Stanley Knowles ’58 entered 
Chapter Eternal on February 7, 
2021, after a battle with COVID-19. 
His wife, Sandra, passed on 
February 10, 2021. In 2001, Stan 
and Sandra moved to SaddleBrooke 
Country Club in Tucson, Ariz. Here, 
they continued to entertain an ever-
growing list of friends and family, 
travel, play golf and mahjong, sing 
along to Toby Keith in the car, and 
toast their mountain view most 
evenings with a glass of wine.

Give online to the House Association at 
www.saeksu.net/giving-back or send your 
contribution by check to: 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon, 
Kansas State University,
Payment Processing 
P.O. Box 2187
Columbus, GA 31902-2187
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Make Your 
Contribution 

Today!

W
hen you’re 18 years old, it’s hard 
to know what choices are the 
right ones. For those joining 

Greek life, deciding where to call home 
can be daunting, but for Gen. Richard 
“Dick” Myers ’65, it was a gut feeling 
that led him to Sigma Alpha Epsilon. Due 
to the comfort and ease that the men of 
SAE emanated, Dick decided to become 
a brother.

Kansas Beta Chapter has given Dick 
leadership opportunities that he would 
not have had otherwise. The biggest 
thing the chapter did for him, however, 
was to help him learn how to prioritize, 
as college is one of the first places 
people begin to juggle more than one 
thing in their life. 

“Between work, studies, a band, and 
SAE, the chapter really helped with 
prioritizing life,” Dick said. “I think that’s 
a skill you need pretty early; it took me a 
while, but I think I finally learned how to 
make that priority list.”

Dick is now back on campus and 
serving as the president of Kansas State 
University. It was never his intention 
to become president, but when he 
returned to campus to serve as the 
interim president, he fell in love with the 
community, from students to faculty and 
staff.

 “I’m so happy that I put my name in the 
hat for the job and that I was chosen. I’ve 
had the honor and privilege of serving 
here,” Dick said. “To be able to serve 
in the military for 40 years and rise in 
the ranks to unimagined heights, and 
then to come back and be part of the 
community that helped me achieve that 
is wonderful. Now, we can work to help 
other young people be successful as 
they go forward.”

The campus has remained a special 
place for Dick He and his wife were 
married on campus at the All-Faiths 
Chapel, which is just a stroll away 
from the president’s residence. Dick 
has come full circle with Kansas State 

and his SAE brothers, who served as 
groomsmen for his wedding. 

Being on campus also been beneficial 
to helping him stay connected to the 
active brothers by allowing him to attend 
events held at the house or around 
campus. 

“I am so proud of the chapter and all 
they’ve done,” Dick said. “This is a 
wonderful group of young men who 
have had so much success from a 
national level and local level. It warms my 
heart, and I couldn’t be prouder of them 
and how they’re developing into great 
young men.”

Outside of work, Dick and his wife enjoy 
traveling. One special trip includes a “no 
adults allowed trip,” where they spend 
quality time with just their grandchildren. 
When he’s not traveling in his RV, he 
enjoys golfing, hiking, motorcycles, and 
reading for fun. 

RISING TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS
Gen. Richard Myers ’65 Shares the Lasting Impact of Kansas Beta Chapter

As an alumnus, Dick enjoys making new 
memories when he reconnects with his 
brothers or connecting with brothers 
that came before him. You can connect 
with Dick at rmyers@rmyers.us.

All 2021 contributors will be recognized in the spring 2022 newsletter.
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I am pleased to report that the 
Celebration of Excellence held 
on October 9 was a tremendous 

success. 

The following achievements were 
highlighted:
•	 2020 John O. Mosley Award for 

Fraternity Zeal
•	 Fall 2020 Highest Fraternity GPA
•	 2021 Fraternity Chapter of the 

Year at Kansas State University
•	 2021 Chapter Award of 

Distinction from North American 
Interfraternity Conference

 
Alumni enjoyed tours of the chapter 
house throughout the weekend. I heard 
favorable remarks about the condition 
of the house and grounds thanks 
to significant recent improvements. 
Many said it was the best the chapter 
house has looked in over 50 years. A 
special thanks to Bill Shaw ’75 and the 
active chapter for their hard work and 
preparation.   
 
More than 250 people attended the 
Saturday evening dinner and dance. 
We were pleased to have Richard 
Myers ’65, President of Kansas State 
University; Christopher Hancock ’96, 
Eminent Supreme Recorder and CEO 
of Sigma Alpha Epsilon National; and 
Michael McRee, COO of the North 
American Interfraternity Conference, on 

KANSAS BETA’S 
CELEBRATION 

OF EXCELLENCE 
A HUGE SUCCESS

hand for the award presentations and 
remarks. In addition, many of the recent 
graduates and former chapter officers 
who lead Kansas Beta to its current 
level of success were in attendance, 
as was Province Zeta Archon Michael 
Kimberlin, Fort Hays ’01. We were 
especially pleased to welcome Jack 
Whittier ’57 back to campus and the 
chapter. For more information and 
photos, go to saeksu.net.
 
As you read in the update from Eminent 
Archon Parker Larson ’23, we have 
much to be proud of as it relates to the 
ongoing strong performance from our 

KSU President Richard Myers ’65, 
his wife Mary Jo, and SAE CEO 

Christopher Hancock ’96.

Brothers celebrate success.

undergraduate brothers. Kansas Beta 
aspires to remain a top chapter in terms 
of academics, athletics, social events, 
philanthropy, and community service. 
Over the last several years, we have 
worked aggressively to fill the chapter 
house with quality men, significantly 
improve the physical structure, and 
carefully manage our finances.  
 
Recruitment is a year-round activity and 
the critical lifeblood of the chapter. If you 
are aware of any potential new members, 
please contact me, Recruitment 
Chairmen Bret Ambrosier ’23 at 
blambros@ksu.edu or (785) 280-9715, 
or  Luke Ludwikowski ’23 at lukelud22@
gmail.com  or (913) 522-6117.
 
Thank you for your continued financial 
support. I promise you the money is 
carefully managed and invested in the 
future of Kansas Beta, which is bright.
 
Yours in the Bonds,
Steve Lacy ’76, ’77
House Corporation President
steve.lacy@steve-lacy.com
(515) 240-1960


